








“The landscape designer asked me what 
colors I liked, and I said yes to all of them. We 
both just laughed,” Karen recalls. “The garden 
has many different colors, and I like it that way.”

The backyard centerpiece is a pergola, 
which creates an outdoor living room of sorts, 
inspired by the old-world architecture of the 
house. Tall columns support sturdy 
crossbeams, which are smothered in clematis, 
trumpet vine, and grapes. Jeff built the long 
trestle table to fit the space. 

“We entertain out there from early spring 
until late fall,” Karen says. The Detwilers 
replaced a swimming pool with a small green 
lawn, and Karen added a cutting garden where 
she can change the plants from year to year.
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BETTER BY DESIGN TWO FACES OF EDEN

open-air ambience   
The Detwilers’ pergola 
offers shade and shelter. 
“It’s considerably cooler 
under there,” Karen says. 
Decomposed granite 
makes a satisfying  
crunch underfoot.



BETTER BY DESIGN TWO FACES OF EDEN

A Midwesterner by birth, Karen tried to 
bring some of her favorite childhood plants to 
California, with limited results. “I planted lily-
of-the-valley and I think I only got one to 
bloom,” she says, “but I did have peonies this 
year.” Wishful experimentation aside, Karen 
and Jeff always return to what works best in 
their climate, like the little lavender garden out 
front. It’s a gift to the neighborhood that bears 
fruit for all. 

mediterranean styling  
Cast columns and wood beams 
create a backyard pergola with 
Italian identity. Grape vines and 
purple clematis climb the columns.
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SUNKEN TREASURE
Pages Z1–Z8: landscape contractor—
Landshapes Inc., Bloomington, Minn.; 
952/888-3771; landshapesmn.com. 
Page Z4: table; chairs—Hoigaard’s, St. Louis 
Park, Minn.; 952/929-1351; hoigaards.com.

TWO FACES OF EDEN
Pages Z12–Z20: landscape architect—
James Bradanini, Bradanini & Associates,  
90 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley, CA 
94941; 415/383-9780. Landscape contractor 
and planting designer—Jan Gross, Heritage 
Landscapes, San Anselmo, Calif.;  
415/458-8151; heritagelandscapes.net.  
Cast stone wall caps, columns for 
pergola—Concrete Designs Inc.;  
800/279-2278; concrete-designs.com. 
Page Z14: pots; fountain—A. Silvestri Co.; 
for retail locations, visit asilvestri.com. 
Page Z20: hanging lantern—Via Diva, 516 
Irwin St., San Rafael, CA 94901; 415/257-8881; 
viadiva.com. Lion fountain—purchased at a 
local garden center. 

resources

SOME PRODUCTS SHOWN 
EDITORIALLY IN THE BETTER BY 
DESIGN SECTION OF BETTER 
HOMES AND GARDENS® 

MAGAZINE CAN BE OBTAINED 
LOCALLY. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION OR DEALER 
LOCATIONS, CONTACT 
MANUFACTURERS listed BELOW.




